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IX

Keeping this in view, when the children reach upper primary stage, they are introduced to the
idea of  plurality of  economic institutions. Though there are a variety of  economic institutions
they come into contact in their day-to-day life, only a few of  them (family, market and state)
would be introduced in a simple way.

At secondary stage, they need to be facilitated to see that the institutional framework of the
economy frequently undergoes changes. The changing patterns of  what has been happening in the
economy may be illustrated through a few economic themes and institutions. Some of  them are
poverty, food security, globalisation, money and banking system and the role of  service sector.
This would take the learner and the teacher to discuss issues relating to the nature of ownership
and utilization of  resources, inequalities etc., emphasizing the normative nature of  economics and
the role of  economic policies.

Children should also know that economic problems can be and should be viewed from
different perspectives. The perspectives of  households and business units, for instance, may not
be the same. If  so, the national perspective on economic problems cannot be the same as that of
households, business concerns or other organisations. By providing different points of  view
analytically, the discussion of  themes identified for this stage equip the learners in acquiring analytical
skills and at the same time develop perspectives. By exposing the children to study how men and
women are placed in all these themes and institutions, the economics education at this stage is also
expected to sensitise the child from gender perspective.

Objectives
At this stage, economics is introduced as a separate unit and discipline but forms part of  the
composite Social Science course, which include topics from other disciplines such as history,
geography and political science. The National Curriculum Framework — 2005 has suggested
studying economics from the perspective of  the masses. Majority of  themes for this stage have
been chosen accordingly. In Class IX, four themes were identified whereas in Class X, five themes
are identified.

The specific objectives of  the syllabus are mentioned along with the course contents.

ECONOMICS CLASS IX
(Total Periods: 50)

ThemesThemesThemesThemesThemes ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

Theme I

The Economic Story of  Palampore: Economic transactions
of Palampore and its interaction with the rest of the
world through which the concept of production

Familiarising the children with some basic economic
concepts through an imaginary story of a village

Periods: 14
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including three factors of production (land, labour and
capital) can be introduced.

Theme II

People as Resource: Introduction of how people become
resource/asset; economic activities done by men and
women; unpaid work done by women; quality of
human resource – role of health and education;
unemployment as a form of  nonutilisation of  human
resource – socio-political implication in simple form.

Theme III

Poverty as a Challenge Facing India: Who is poor (through
two case studies – rural and urban); indicators; absolute
poverty (not as a concept but through a few simple
examples) – why people are poor – unequal
distribution of resources; comparison between
countries; steps taken by government for poverty
alleviation.

Theme IV

Food Security: Source of  foodgrains – variety – across
the nation – famines in the past – the need for self
sufficiency – role of government in food security –
procurement of foodgrains – overflowing of
granaries and people without food – public distribution
system – role of cooperatives in food security
(foodgrains, milk and vegetables – ration shops,
cooperative shops, two-three examples as case studies)

Familiarisation of a few population related concepts
and sensitization of child that people as asset and can
participate and contribute in nation building.

Periods: 12

Understanding of poverty as a challenge and
sensitization of the learner;
Appreciation of the government initiative to alleviate
poverty.

Periods: 12

• Exposing the child to an economic issue which is
basic necessities of life;

• Appreciate and critically look at the role of
government in ensuring food supply

Periods : 12

Suggested Activities/Instructions

Theme I: Give more examples of  activities done by different workers and farmers. Numerical
problems can also be included.
Some of the ways through which description of villages are available in the writings of Prem
Chand, MN Srinivas and RK Narayan. They may have to be referred.
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XECONOMICS CLASS X
(Total Periods: 50)

Theme I

The Story of  Development: The traditional notion of
development – National Income and Per-capita
Income – Growth of NI – critical appraisal of
existing development indicators (PCI, IMR, SR and
other income and health indicators) – The need for
health and educational development – Human
Development Indicators (in simple and brief) as a
holistic measure of development.

The approach to this theme: Use case study of three states
(Kerala, Punjab and Bihar) or take a few countries (India,
China, Sri Lanka and one developed country).

Theme II

Money and Financial System: Role of money in an
economy – Historical Origin; Formal and Informal
financial institutions for Savings and Credit – General
Introduction; Select one formal institution such as a
nationalized commercial bank and a few informal
institutions – Local money lenders, landlords, self
help groups, chit funds and private finance
companies.

• Familiarisation of  some macroeconomic concepts.
• Sensitizing the child about the rationale for overall

human development in our country, which include
the rise of income, improvements in health and
education rather than income.

• It is necessary to raise question in minds of the
children whether the increase in income alone is
not sufficient for a nation?

• How and why people should be healthy and
provided with education.

Periods: 10

• Familiarize the concept of money as an economic
concept;

• Create awareness of the role of financial institutions
from the point of view day-to-day life.

Periods: 10

ThemesThemesThemesThemesThemes ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives

Theme II: Discuss the impact of unemployment.

Debate on whether all the activities done by women should be included or not. Why? Is begging
an economic activity? Discuss. Is it necessary to reduce population growth or family size? Discuss.

Theme III: Visit a few farms in a village and collect the details of  foodgrains cultivated;

Visit a nearby ration shop and collect the details of goods available;

Visit a regulated market yard and observe how goods are transacted and get the details of  the
places where the goods come and go.


